— as 2 
— „ 1 7 mY 
== _— 
: ' —— 
— — ao 
* as - 


— — N TR 81 3 ” 2 
— — - — — — — — — 


— —_—— — EE LY 
AE — SER Et — a 
a —— 2h ery ge” — — 2 eg — _— 


— $0. 2 Se 8 
* 


Preacb d to the Honourable 


* 


BEE” 
11831 
a 


b 5 
4 


* 


. [3 


* „ 


* 
Fa 


NUAR 


1 
Day of 


3 


— 
— 
1 
__ 


= 


the Church 


* * 
* = 3 4 
1 . * 
* — 


< 


N OWEN Paſtor 


t 
is at Coggeſball 


* 


H 
of CHRIST which 


in 


* 
* 


- 


ESSEX. 


IT — "IS 


—— — 2 - 


7 


7 , 
N. 


* 


LON D O 


2 
5 a 
8 * 
4 

— 

RR 
AH - 
A 
vo 0 
es % 

W 
3 
2 
m I 
* 
e . 
O 2 
— 5 W 

I 5 

= | 

= 


* 


3. 
— — 


— Ten —— : 


7 = Tv 
— 


. 4 * @ * 
: x 


% uo —_ 
8 Ln, 


11111141 


8 . 
"4 . { } N 
4 8 4 * 1 8 b 5 = = 5 
2 * - / 42 4 
* * 4 
6 2 8 ; N , 
a5 K F 2 
© 1 3 7 4 þ AQ 7 
% — A | 
_ 2 ET: 4 
* * n — 1 · I * 
2 2 — — * 2 *. 4 q 


* 4. AA. 


ein Die Merouiz | 31 Januarij, 1648. 


q Offer by the Commons Aﬀendled 
| in Parliament, That Mr. Allen do give 
"the Thanks of this Houſe to Mr. Owen, for 
tze great Pains he took in his Sermon preached 
before this Houſe this Day, at Margaret's Weſt⸗ 
minſter; And that he be Nefired to Print bis | 
Sermon « large, wherein he is to have tit 
lite Privi T Printing it, as others in the 
d kind fe have had. © . 
| 7 J 
Hen. Scobell, Cler. Parl. ; Don, Com | 
oi n RS 
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„ — RI 4 — —— — — ũ2—]—jA—[ — ¶ — — —̃ — 


— 


9 


989.6539 9925 
To the Right Honourable 
The Commons of England, 


Alſſembled in Parliament, 


818. 


T hath always ſuited be Wiſdom of Gad, 
% do great things in difficult ſeaſons : He 
bei, up walls in troublous times, Dan. 
Al 9. 25. His Builders muſt hold Swords 
SSM and Spears, as well as Inſtruments of 
K Labour, Nebem. 4 16. yea, while Sin 


in Heaven, and 1 77 contempariſed with the Earth, ſhall 
live for ever in Hell.) Great Works for God, will cauſe 
greit Troubles amongſt Min. The holy, harruleſs Reconciler 
of Heaven and Earth, bids us expect the Sword, #0 attend 
bie Undertakings for, and Way of making Peace, Mat. 10.34. 
All the Waves in the World ariſe to their huight and roaring, 
from the confrunting of the breath of God's Spirit, and 1 
Vapours af Men: Corruptiins, Hence Seaſons receive thei 
_. degrees of difficulty. according to the greatneſs and weight f 
the Works, which in them God will accompliſh : to their worth 
and excellency is Mm s oppoſition proportioned. This, the 


d true, to their preſent Trouble. and future Comfort. 
* A the Day's approach for the delivery of the Decree, 


World, Heb. 12. 26,2; . Dan. 7.2; . to male way for the 


OAT? . * 0 a 8 7 W —ͤ ———— 
Ego niſi tumultus iſtos vigerem, verbum Dei in mundo nen eſſe 
"\ijcerent Luck def. A... 


FCC 


continueth in iti courſe Here, (which began 


Inſtruments of his Glory in this G-neration ſhall continually | 


to the ſhaking of Heaven and Earth, and all the Powers of be 


 Eftabliſh- 


”X 0 3 is —— > OEITS . 2 A . 
ww —.— : By — 8 N 2 o 
FP — — 3 = > A 
— 4 P < gn ny = — - 
— — _ — = _ 7 © 
4 _ a 2 Pe 
a — 5 — 
— — LI _ — Dn by, © : — My — 
— =.” — — - 
— 5 x" : — — bn 
— 
— — — — — 2 


NT EE» 


3 


: J / n 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Wallin — — * <A 1 W : 3 | 

Eftabliſhment of that kingdom which ſhall: nor be given h 
to another people, (the great Expedation of the Saints 4 
ef #he Moſt High, before the Conſummation of All ; ) fo * 


* — 
l 


Jumnultt, Troubles, Vexations, and Diſquietneſs muſt cer- Fr 
tainly grow and encreaſe amongſt the ſons of Men, ; 5 
A Kad Woman ( ſays the Proverb) will not be carried 4 
ent of her Houſe under four Men. Much leſs will living Men, e 


of Wiſdom and Power, be eafily and quietly diſpoſſeſſed of 
- that 2 and intercti of the things of Chriſt, 2 A - 
continued Uſurpation hath deluded them into an imagination J 
of being tbeir own Inheritance, This then being ſhortly to be 7 
eſfeded, and tbe ſcale being ready to turn againſt the Man of 1 
in, notwithſtanding his balancing it in oppoſition to the 1 
witneſs of Jeſus, with the weight and poiſe of Earthly Power; * 
o wonder if Heaven, Earth, Sea, and diy Land be ſpaken, y 
nn their giving place to the Things which cannot be moved, 1 
— Kev. 16, %. | 0 = 
So Almighty having called you forth (Right Honour- 
able) at bis entrance, io the rolling up of the Nations Hea- 
vens like a Scroll, to ſerve him in your Generation in the 
High Places of Armageddon, you ſhall be ſure not to want 
"experience of that Oppoſition which is raiſed againſt the great 
Work of the Lord, which generally ſwells moſt againſt the 
vifible Jaftruments thereof, - 5 LNEL 
Aud wou d to God you had only the devoted ſons of Babel 
to contend witha!, that the Men of this ſhaking Earth were 
Four ny Antagoniſts ; that the Malignity of the Dragon's 
Tail, Rev. 12. 4. bad no Influence on the Stars of Heaven, 
to prevail with them to tight in their Courſes againſt you. 
But, Jacta eſt alea, the Providence of God muſt be ſerved, 
* according to the diſcovery made of bis omn unchangeable 
= Will, and not the. mutable Intereſts and Paſſions of the ſons 
i | - of Men: For verily the Lord of hoſts hath purpoſed to 
= pollute the pride of all glory, and to bring into contempt 


all the honourable of the earth, Iſai. 23. 9. | 
E - The Contradictions of Sinners againſt all that walk in the 
= path of vightcouſneſs and peace, with the ſupportment 
Y © which their ſpirits may receive (as being promiſed) who 
purſue thoſe ways, notwithſtanding thoſe contradictions, 
are in part diſcovered in the enſuing Sermon : The founda- 
tion tbat whole Tranſaction of Things, which is 1 


* — 


—_ 


held out, in reference to the preſent Diſpenſations of Provi-' 
dence ( being nothing but an entrance into the unravelling of 
the whole Web of Iniquity, interwoven of Civil and Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Tyranny, in oppoſition to the Kingdom of the Lord 
Jeſus) I choſe not to mention. Neither Feat J 'at preſent” 
add any thing thereabout, but only my defire that it may be 
eyed as the granted Baſis of the following Diſcourſe. Only, 
by your very favourable acceptation of the making out thoſe 

houghts, which were the haſty conception, and, like 
Jonah's Gourd, the child of a night or two, (which, with 
prayer for a rooting in the Hearts of them to whom they were 
oer, had certainly withered in their own Leaves, had 
they not received warmth and moifture frgm- your Com- 
mands in general, and the particular Deſires of many of 
you, to give them a life of a few days longer,) I am enen 
raged to the annexing of a few Lines, as a Free-will Offer- 


ing to attend the following Product of Obedience. | | 
Now this ſhall not be to the Oppoſition hieb you do, 
and fhall yet farther meet withal, but as to the 1 real, 
or pretended, which are held forth as the bottom of that Con- 
tradid ion wherewith on every fide you are encompaſſed. wu 
© The Things in reference whereunto your ptoceedence is 
laden with ſuch Criminations, as theſe ſad 525 of recom- 
pence have found to be Comets portend ing no le than Blood, 
are firſt Civil, then Religious. e DYC} OS RB 
For the firſt, as their being beyond the bounds of my Call- 
ing, gives them ſanctuary » from being called forth to my 
conſideration ; ſo neither have I the leaſt thouphts, with 
"Abſalom, of a more orderly carrying on Affairs, might my 
deſires have any influence into their diſpoſal, Waiting at 
the Throne of Grace, that thoſe whom God bath intruſted 
with, and enabled for the Tranſaction of theſe Things, bl 
be directed and ſupported in their Employment, is the 
nuimaſt of my Vnd ert aking herein, 1 ; 
For the other, or Religious Things, the general Intereſt 
I have in them as a Chriſtian, being improved by the 
ſuper-added Title of a Miniſter of the Goſpel, (tho. n- 
worthy the one Name, and the other) gives uw not only ſuch 
boldneſs as avcrntth from enjoyed Favour, hut alſo ſuch a 
Right as will ſupport me to plead concerning them, before 
_ #he moſt Impaitial Judicature. * 
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AI Epiſtle Dedicatory,” _ __ 
Aid this I ſhall do (as 1 ſaid. before) mectly in reference 


4 


80 thoſe Ciiminatjons which are laid by conjectural Pre- 


ſumptions on your Honoxrable A mbiy, and made a cauſe 
TS ST nd. c ion, 
wwithal, Num in particular, it is the Toleration of all-Reli. 
_ or invented ways of Warſhip, wherein your Conſtitu- 
tions are confidently Antidated in many Places of the Nation, 
abe thing it ſelf wahal being held. out as the 1 enormous 
apprehenſions, and deſperate Endeavour FF e DeftruGion 
Truth.aud Godlineſs, that ever. entred the thoughts of 
Wen prof ing. tbe one and the otber. The Conteſt bereabout 
. being adhuc {ub Judice, and there being no doubt but that 
the whole Matter, commonly. phraſed as above, hath ( like 
other things) ſinful and dangerous Extreams ; I deemed it 


* 


not amiſs, 0 endeauour the pauring a little cold water upon | 


the common flames which are kindled in the breaſts of Men 
about Ache And who knows whether tbe words of 4 
weak Nothing may not, In be power of the Fountain of 
Beings, give 1 — light into the Determination and Eſta- 


＋ 9 F Thing of ſo. great (oncerument and Conſeguence, 


as this is generally conceivt d 20 be. What. is, in this m 
weak Undertaking, of the Lord, 1 ſhall beg of him that 
it may be received; what 45. of my ſelf, 1 beg of you that it 
ay be pardons That God Almighty wound give you to 


11 | 
ro 
alt 


Alkchings hat come unto you in his way, and to bod 
chat which is good, granting pon unconquerable Aſiſt · 
ance in conſtant: Ferſeverances. 1 the Prayer if | | 


7 - Your devoted Servant 
ge, in our dearefi Lord, 
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— Ter them return unto thee, | but remen nat 
tho. unto them. J 


had Iwill make ther moe. this people a: 8 FER 
wall, and they ſhall fight againſt tbee, but they-ſhatl 
not Prevail againſt thee © for I am with thee lo _ 
a end hben zee, ſarb the Lord. 19449435 


E Words of my Texr having 2 fall 
depengance upon, and flowing out from 
the nian SubjeQ-Matter- of the whole 
(heprer.; z I muſt of neceſſity take a 
| view thereof. and hold out unto you 
the Mind of God contained therein, be. 
re I enter upon the part thereof chiefly intended: 

nd this [ ſhall do with very brief — bat, 
$814 may 
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, eee ee 2 
I may not anticipate my ſelf from a full opening and 


application of the words of my Text. 


And this the rather are my Thoughts led unto, be- 


cauſe the whole Tranſaction of Things between the 
Lord and © a ſtubbornly- ſinful Nation, exceedingly 
accommodated to the carrying on of the Controverſy, 
he is now pleading with that wherein we live, is {ct 
out (as we lay) to the /fe therein, _ 


0 the whole Chapter, there be / theſe W * b s 


1. The denunciation of fearful, waſting, deſtroying 
\ Fudgments agdinft Judah and Jeruſalem, ver. 3, and 
ſo on to the 10th. 

Ver. 4 


1 The. procering 
1. 15 Calamirits, 6. 
| he e Inevitableneſs + thoſe Judgments: and the 
Beverage the Lord, as to the Accomplſhment of 
All the Evil denounced, ver. 1. 


A. The Stare and "Condition of the” Propher, with 


the frame and deportment of his ſpirit, under thoſe 
bitter Diſpenſations of Providence, ver. 10, 15, 16, 


„18. 5 
T The Anſwer * 4 ppearance of God wnto hin, 


147. — 19, 20, 21. 
«My Text Lieth in the laſt part, but yet with ſuch 
dependance on the former, as inforceth to a conſiders 


tion of them. 


. There is the deandthation: of fearful, waſting, 
deſtroying Zudgments to ſinful Zeruſalem, ver. 2, and 
ſo onwards, with: ſome interpoſed Ejaculations con- 
cerning her inevitable Ruin, as ver. 5, 6. 

Here's Death; Stoord, Famine, Cuptivity, ver. 2 
| Baniſhment, ver. 4. unpitied Deſolation, ver. 5 re. 
doubled DeftraBiion,. Lene : re ; Jpoiling, „&. 
ver. — O 


vu e e me 


deſerving; Cauſe of theſe { over: 


pon the making. out of bis N ATA ver. 11, 12, 13, 
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d That Univerſal Devaſtation of the whole People, 
which came upon them in the Babyioniſb Captivity, 
e- | is the Thing here intended; the Means of its Ac- 
he  .compliſhment by particular Plagues and Judgments, in 
ly their ſeveral kinds (for the greater Dread and Terror) 
y, being at large enumerated : The Faithfulneſa of God 
er alſo being made hereby to ſhine more clear, in the 
 ÞÞ Diſperſion of that People; doing, not only for the 

main, what before he had threatned, but in partcular, 

| executing the Judgments recorded Latte 26. 14, &c. 

Deut. 28. 15, &c. Fulfilling bereby what he had deviſed, 

nd 2 ſbing the word he bad commanded in the days 
of old. * 


5 nne 5 
„ That which hence I ſhall Obſerve, is only from 
the variety of theſe Particulars, which are held out 
as the Means of the intended Deſolation. | | 
+ ObC.1.] God's rreaſures of Wrath againſt a finful 
People, have ſundry and various Iſſues, 7 the Accom- 
pliſhment of the appointed End. wg 
When God walks contrary to a People, it is not 
6. always in one path; he bath ſeven ways to do it, and 
” will do it ſeven times, Levit. 26. 24. He ſtrikes not 
u, 'always with one Weapon, nor in one Place. As there 
, is with him won yaps, manifold and various 
Grace, 1 Pet. 4. 10. Love and Compaſſion makin 
ch out it ſelf in choice variety ſuited to our manifo 
+ Indigencies ; ſo there is 56% T0100 rp/pn, Rom. 2. 5. 
flored, treaſured Wrath, ſuiting it ſelf in its flowings 
g, out, to the provocations of ſtubborn Sinners. 
nl The firſt Emblem of God's Wrath againſt Man, was 
a flaming Sword turning it ſelf every 1 Gen. 3. 24. 
Not only in one or two, but in 4 their. paths, he 
2. meeteth them with his flaming Sword. e 
ll As a wild beoft in a net, 111i. 51. 20. ſo are Sinners 
xy under inexorable Judgments; the more they 2 
| the more they are enwrapt and entangled. They 
bath. * ffs: We ſhuffſe 
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n 


ſmhulfle themſelves from under one Calamity, and fall 


into another; 4s of 4 man did flee from a lion, and 
a bear met him; or went into the houſe and leaned his 
band upon the wall, and a ſerpent bit him, Amos 5. 19. 
Oh, remove this one Plague ! ſaith Pharaoh, Exod, 
10. 17. If he can eſcape from under this Preflure, 


he thinks he ſhall be free: but, when he fled from 
the lion, ſtill the bear met him; and when be went 


into the bouſe, the ſerpent bit him. 


And as the flaming Sword turns every way, ſo God 


* 


can put it into every thing: To thoſe that cry, Gzve 
me a King, God can give him in his Anger; and from 
thoſe that cry, Take him away, he can teke him away 
in bis Wrath, Hoſ. 13. To, 11. 2:4? 

_ Oh, that this might /ea/ up Inſtruction to our own 
Souls! What variety of Calamities have we been 
exerciſed withal, for ſundry Years ! What Pharaob- 


| like ſpirits have we had under them? Oh, that we | 


were delivered his once, and then all were well 
How do we ſpend all our Thoughts, to extricate our 
ſelves from our preſent Preſſures? If this Hedge, 
this Pit were paſſed, we ſhould have ſmooth Ground 


to walk on; not conſidering that God can fill our 
_Dfeſt Paths with Snares and Serpents :- Gzve us Peace; 


Groe..us Wealth; Give us, as we were, with our 
own, in Quietneſs. Poor Creatures! fuppoſe all theſe 
Defires were in Sincerity, and not, as with the moſt 
they. are, fair Colours of foul and bloody Deſigns: 


| Yer if Peace were, and Wealth were, and former 


Things were, and God were not, what would it avail 
du; Cannot he poiſon your Peace, and canker your 
ealth ? and when you were; eſcaped out of the 


- Field from the Lion. and the Bear, appoint a Serpent 
: 1 bite you, leaning br the walls of: your own houſe ? 


vain, do you ſeek to ſtop the Streams, while the 
Fountains are open; turn your ſelves whither you 


Pd 


r 


will, 


will, bring your ſelves into what Condition you can, 
' nothing but Peace and Reconciliation with God, of 
. all ' theſe Judgments, can give you Reſt in the day 


* * 


- Houſe of Commons, Jan. 3 1. 1648. 159 


% 
4 


of Viſitation. You ſee what variety of Plagues are in 
his hand: changing of Condition, will do no more 
to the avoiding them, than à Sick Man's turning 
himſelf from one fide of the Bed to another; during 
his turning, he forgets his Pain, by ſtriving to move; 


being lay'd down again, he finds his Condition the 


fame as before: This is the fir thing, we are under 
various Judgments, from which, by our ſelves, there is 
no Deliverance. 5 
2. The ſecond thing here expreſs d, is the procuring 
Cauſe of theſe various Judgments, ſet down ver. 4. 
rn becauſe of Manaſſeb ſon of Hezekiah king of 
Judab, for that which be did in Feruſalem, © 
The Sins of Manaſſeb fill'd the Ephab of Zudab's 
Wickednefs, and cauſed the ralent of had to be lay'd 
on the mouth thereof, Zech. 5. 7. Often: times, in 
the Relation of his Story, doth the Holy Ghoſt em- 
phatically expreſs this, that, for his ſin, udaß ſboull 


ſurely be deſtroyed, 2 King. 21. 11. Yea, when they 


had a little reviving under oh, and the bowels of 
the Lord began to work in Compaſſion towards them; 


yet- as it were, remembring the Provocation of this 


Manaſſeb, he recalls his thoughts of Mercy, 2 King. 
23. 26, 27. * The diſpoſing of Divine and Human 


Things, is often-times very oppoſite : God himſelt 
proceeds with them in a diverie Diſpenſation. In 


the Spiritual Body, the Members offend, and the Head 
is puniſhed ; The iniquity of us all did meet on bim, 
Ifat. 53. In the Civil Politick Body. the Head 


offends, and the Members rue it; Manaſſeh fins, and 
Judah muſt go Captive. 1 185 


r Eft quadam æmulatio divine rei, & humane. Tertul. Apol.. . 
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Three Things preſent themſelves for the Vindication 
of the Eqairy of God's righteous Judgments, in the 
recompenſing the Sins of the King upon. the People. 
1. The Concurrence and Influence of the Peoples 
Power into their Rule and Government: They that 
ſet him up, may juſtly be called to anſwer for his 
Miſcarriage. The Lord -himſelf had before made the 
ſole bottom of that Political Adminiſtration to be their 
own Wills : {f :hou wilt have a king, after the manner 
e the nations, Deut. 17. 14. 1 Sam. 8. 7. though, 
for Particulars, Himſelf (aecording to his Supreme 
Sovereignty) placed in many, by peculiar Exemption ; 
otherwiſe, his Providence was ferved by their ple- 
nary Conſent, or by ſuch Diſpenſation of Things as 
vou have related, 1 Kings. 16. 21, 22. Then were the 
beople +4 Iſrael divided into two parts : balf of the 
people followed Tibni the ſon of Gmath, to make him 
Ling; and half followed Omri. But the people that | 
followed Omri, 3 againſt the people that followed 
Duni: ſo Tibni died, and Omri reigned. Now they 
who place Men in Authority to be God's Vicegerents, 
do undertake to God for their Deportment in that 
Authority, and therefore may juſtly bear the ſad 
Effects of their finful Miſcarriages - 
2. Becauſe, for fear of Manaſſeh's Cruelty, or to 
flatter him in his Tyranny for their own Advantage, 
the greateſt part of the People had apoſtarized from 
the Ways and Worſhip of Hezek;ah, to comply 
with him in his Sin: As, at another time, they wil. 
linely walked gſter the commandment, Hof. 5. 11. And 
this is plainly expreſs d, 2 King. 21. 9. Manaſſeh ſe- 
duced the people to do more evil than the nations. 
When Kings turn Seducers, they ſeldom want great 
ſtore of Followers: Now, if tbe blind lead the blind, 
both will, and both juſtly may, fa! into the ditch. 
When Kings command unrighteous Things, and * 
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1 | fir them with willing Compliance, none doubts but 
: the Deltruction of them both is juſt and righteous, 


See verſe 6. of this Chapter.  _ 

) 3. Becauſe the People, by Virtue of their retained 
E Soveraignty, did not reſtrain him in his provoking 
$ Ways. So Zuinelius, Artic. 42, Sui non vetat, cum 
poteſt, jubet > When Saul would have put 7ona- 
than to death, the People would not ſuffer him ſo to 
do, but delivered Jonathan that he died not, 1 Sam. 
„ 14. When David purpoled the reducing of the Ark, 
I his Speech to the People was; If it pleaſe you, let 
us fend abroad to our brethren every where, that 
: they may aſſemble themſelves to us. And all the Con- 
gregation ſaid that they would do ſo, becauſe the thing 
? was right in their eyes, 2 Chron. 13. 2. So they 
bargain with Rehoboam about their Subjection, upon 
Condition of a moderate Rule, 1 Kings 12. By ver- 
tue of which Power alſo, they delivered Jeremiah 
from the Prophets and Prieſts that would have put 
him to Death, Zer. 26. 16. And on this Ground 
might juſtly feed on the Fruit of their own neglected 
Duty. See Bi/ſon of Obed. Part 3. pag. 271. 
Be it thus, or otherwiſe; by what Way ſoever the 
People had their Itereſt therein, certain it is, that 
for the Sins of Manaſſeh, one way or other made 
their own, they were deſtroyed : And therefore theſe 
things being written for our Example, it cannot but 
be of great Concernment to us, to know what were 
thoſe Sins which wrapt up the People of God in ir- 
revocable Deſtruction. Now theſe the Holy Ghoſt - 
fully manifeſteth in the Story of the Life and Reign 
of this Manaſſeb, and they may all be reduced unto 
two chief Heads. | 

x. Falſe Worſhip or Superſtition: He built- hab 
places, made altars for Baal, and a grove, as did Ahab, 


2 Kings, 25. 2. 
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21. Cruelty. He ſhed innocent blood very much, till 
be had filled Feruſalem with blood, from one end of it 
1. | 

W Whether this Crueliy be to be aſcribed to his Hran- 
ay in Civil Affairs, and fo the Blood ſhed, is called in- 
aKocent, becauſe not of Malefactors; or to his Perſecu- 
tion, in ſubordination to his falſe Worſhip, inſtituted 
as before, (as the Pope and his Ad herents have devour- 
ed whole Nations in ordine ad ſpiritualia) is not ap- 
parent: But this is from hence and other Places, moſt 
evident; * That Superſtition and Ferſecution, Will. 
wor ip, and Tyranny, are inſeparable Concomitants. 
Nebuchadnezzar ſets up his great Image, and the 
next News you hear, the Saints are in the Furnace, 
Dan. 3. 20. You ſeldom ſee a Fabrick of Humane- 
invented Worſhip, but either the Foundation, or Top- 
ſtone; is laid in the Blood of God's People. The 
wifdom' (Religion, or way of Worſhip) that is from 
above, 1s firſt pure, then peaceable; gentle, eaſy to be 
entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
partiality, without bypocrifie, Jam. 3. 17. when the 
other is earthly, ſenſual, deviliſb, bringing along envying, 
ſtrife, contention, and every evil work, ver. 16. Perſe- 
cution and Blood is the genuine product of all invented 
"Worſhip. I might from hence name and purſue other 
Obſervations , but I ſhall only name one, and proceed. 
Obſ.] When falſe Worſhip, with Injuftice by Gu. 
eliy, baue poſſeſſed the Governors of a Nation, and 
' wrapt in the. Conſent of the greateſt part of the Peo- 
Ple, who have been acquainted with the Mind of God; 
that People and Nation, without unprecedented Mercy, 
its obnoxious to remedileſs Ruins | 
| Thoſe two are the Bell and Dragon, that what by 
their Actings, what by their Deſervings, have ſwal⸗ 
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lowed that Ocean of Blood, which hath floweddfrom 
the Veins of Millions of Millions ſlain upon the face 
of the Earth. Give me the Number of he Witneſſes 
of Feſus, whole Souls under the Altar cry for Re- 
venge againſt their faiſe-worſhipping Murtherers Rev. 
6.9, 10. and the Tale of them, whoſe Lives have 
been ſacrificed to the inſatiable Ambition and Tyranny 


of Blood-thirſty Potentates, with the iſſues ot God's 


jult Vengeance. on the Sons of Men, for compliance 


in theſe two things, and you will have gathered in 


the whole Zarveſt of Blood, leaving but a few ſtrag- 
ling Gleanings upon other Occaſions. And, if theſe 
things have been found in England, and the preſent 
Adminiſtration with fincere Humiliation do not run 
croſs, to znravel this cloſe-woven Web of Deſtruction, 
all thoughts of Recovery will quickly be too late. 
And thus far Sin and Providence drive on a Parallel. 

3. The Inevitableneſs of the Deſolation threatned, 


| and the Inexorableneſs of God in the Execution of it, 


ver. I. is the third thing conſiderable: Though Moſes 
and Samuel flood before me, yet my mind could not be 
toward this People. RED 
Should I inſiſt upon this, it would draw me out un- 
to Scripture Evidences, of a Nation's travelling in ſin, 
beyond the Line of God's Patience, and ſo not to be 


_ exempted from Ruine: But inſtead thereof, I ſhall 
| make it a part of my daily Supplications, that they 


may be to our Eremies, if God's Enemies, and the 
interpretation of them to thoſe that hate us. 
In brief, the Words contain an impoſſible Sapp 


ſuion, and yet a Negation of the Thing for whoſe 
lake it is ſuppoſed. Moſes and Samuel were Men, 
who in the days of their Fleſh, offered up ſtrong 


Supptications, and averted many imminent Judgments 
from a ſinful g's: As if the Lord ſhould ſay, All 
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7 | > 5 ors 
at the Interceſſion of Moſes and Samuel, or others in. 
terceding in their Spirit and Zeal: But now the 
ſtate of Things is come to that _ the time of 
Treaty being expired, the black Flag hung out, and 
the decree having brought forth, Zeph. 2. 2. that up- 
on their utmoſt Intreaty, it cannot, it ſhall not be re- 
verſed. * | 

Obſ.] There is a Time when Sin grows ripe jor ru- 
ine: For three tranſgreſſions, and for four, the Lord 


will not turn away the imigquity of a people, Amos 1. 9. 


When the Sin of the Amorites hath filed the Cup of 
Vengeance, they muſt drink it, Gen. 15. 16. England, 
under ſeveral Adminiſtrations of Civil Government, 
hath fallen zwzce, yea, thrice, into Nation-deſtroying 
Sins: Providence hath once more given it another 
Bottom ; if you ſhould ſtumble (which the Lord 
avert) at the ſame Block of Impiety and Cruelty, 
there is not another ſifting to be made to reſerve 
any Grains from the Ground: I doubt not but our 
three Tranſgreſſions, and four, will end in total Deſo- 
lation; the Lord be your Guide, poor England lieth 


the Peltruction of Corab and his Aſociares, who would 


1 
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ers are more prevulent than fighting Deliverers (it is, 
though Moſes and Samuel, not Gideon and Sampſon, 
ſtood before me) as ſome decay, let us gather ſtrength 
in the Lord, that he may have never the more reſt. 


for their giving over, until be eſtabliſp mount Zion a 


praiſe in the earth. 5 
4. Come we now to the Fourth thing in this Chap- 


ter; the Prophet's State and Condition, with the 
frame and deportment of his Heart and Spirit under 
| theſe Diſpenſations; and here we find him expreſſing 
two things of himſelf. . 


I. What he found from others, ver. 10. 
2. What be wreſtled withal in his own ſpirit, vet. 


- 0s; 36, 37, 16. 


1. What he found from others, he telleth you, it 
was Curſing and Reproach, &c. I have neither lent oe 
uſury, nor have men lent to me on uſury, yet every 
one of them doth curſe me, ver. 10. | 

Now this return may be conſidered two ways; 

1. In it ſelf, Every one (faith he) of this people 


cus ſe me. 


2. In reference to his Deportment : I have neither 
borrowed nor lent on uſary, yet they curſe me. 

From the Firſt, Obſerve : | 
Obſ.] Inſtruments of God's greateſt Works and 
Glory, are often-times the chiefeſt Objects of a profeſſing 
Peoples Curſes and Revenges. The return which 
God's Labourers meet withal in this Generation, is in 
the number of thoſe things whereof there is none 
veto under the Sun. Men, that under God, deliver a 


| Kingdom, may have the Kingdom's Curſes for their 


- pains. 
* When Moſes had brought the People of I/rae/ out 
of Bondage, by that wonderful and unparallel'd De- 


liverance, being forced to appear with the Lord, for 


have 
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have ſeduced the Congregation to its utter Ruine, he 
receives at length this reward of all his Travail, Labour 
and Pains; A the congregation gather d themſelves 
' qeainſ} him and daron, laying murder and ſedition to 
their cbarge, telling them they had killed the people of 
the Lord, Num. 16. 41, 42. A goodly Reward for all 
their Travails. If God's Works do not ſuit with the 
Laſts, Prejudices, and Intereſts of Men, they will la- 
bour to give his Inſtruments the Devi/'s Ways. Let 
not uptight Hearts fink, becauſe they. meet with thank- 
leſs Men, Bona agere, & mala pati Chriſtianorum eſt. 
A Man may have the Bi of God, and the Curſe of a 
profeſſing People at the ſame time. Behold, I and the 
children whom God bath groen me, are for ſigns and for 
wonders in Iſrael, Ha. 8. 15. Cum ab hominibus 
damnamur, à Deo abſolvimur : Man's Condemnation and 
God's Ab/olution, do not ſeldom meet upon the ſame 
Perſons, for the ſame Things: If you labour to do the 
Work of the Lord, pray think it not ſtrange, if a- 
mong Men, Curſes be your Reward, and Deteſtation 
your Wages. 0 
2. In reference to the Prophet's Deportment, be had 
neither lent, nor had any lent to him upon Uſury ; he 
was free from blame among them, had no deal- 
ings with them in thoſe things which are uſually at- 
tended with Reproaches, as he ſhews by an Inſtance 
in Uſury, a thing that a long time hath heard very 


. Obſ] Men every way blameleſs, and to be embraced 
in their own Ways, are often-times abhorred and laden 
with Curſes, for following the Lord in his Ways. Bo- 
nus vir Cajus ſejus, ſed malus quia Chriſtianus; 
What precious Men ſhould many be, would they let 
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go the Work of God in this Generation? No Advan- 
tage againſt them, but in the matter of their God, 
and that is enough to have them to the Lions, Dan. 
6. 5. He that might be honoured for compaſſing the 
Ends ſuiting his own Worldly Intereſt, and will cheer- 
fully undergo Diſhonour for going beyond to ſuit 


the Deſign of God, hath ſurely ſome Impreſſion upon 


his Spirit that is from Above. 
2. You have the Prophet's Deportment, and th 


s frame of his Spirit, during thoſe Tranſactions between 


the Lord and that finfnl People: And this he holds 
out in many pathetical Complaints; to be fainting, 
decaying, perplexed, weary of his burden, not know- 
ing how to eaſe himſelf, as you may ſee at large, 


Obſ] In dark and difficult diſpenſations of Provi- 


dence, God s choiceſt Servants are often-times ready to 


faint under the burthen of them. How weary was 
David, when he cried out in ſuch a condition, O that 


I bad wings like a dove, for then would I flie away and 
be at reſt, Pal. 5 5. 6. Long had he waited for a 


deſired ue of his perplexed State, and had perhaps 
often-times been fruſtrated of his hope of drawing to 
a period of his Miſeries; and now finding one diſap- 
pointment to follow on the neck of another, he is 
weary. and cries, What, nothing but this Trouble and 
Confuſion fill > Oh that I had Wings hike a Dove; a 
Ship to fail to a foreign Nation (or the like) there to 
be at peace. In the like Strait another time, ſee what 
2 miſerable Conclufion he draws. of all his being Ex- 


erciſed under the Hand of God, P/al. 73. 12. Verity I 


have cleanſed my heart in V AI N and waſhed my 


hands in innocency. And again, P/ſ2/. 116. 11. he 


faith, in the Perturbation of his Mind, All men are 
liars; That all the Promiſes, all the * | 
99 — 
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which in his way he had received from God, ſhould 


fail of their Accompliſhment. | 

It is not with then, as it was with that wicked King 
of Vrael, who being diſappointed of Peace and Deli- 
verance in his own time, cries out, This evil is of the 


Lord, why ſhould I wait upon him any longer? 2 Kings, 


-T6. 33. The Seaſon of Deliverance ſuited not his ex- 
Peltation; therefore he quite throweth oft the Lord, 
and his Protection: Not unlike many among our 
ſel ves, whoſe Deſires and ExpeQations being not ſatis- 


fed in the c/o/ing of our Diſtractions, according to the 


way which themſelves had framed for the Lord to 
walk in, are ready to caſt off his Caz/e, his Protection, 
to comply with the Enemies of his Name; Si Deus bo- 
mini non placuerit, Daus non erit : But it may be ob- 
fer ved, that Deliverance came not to that People, 
until Fehoram was weary of waiting, and then inſtant- 
ly God gives it in: When God tireth the Patience of 
corrupted. Men, he will ſpeak Peace to them that wait 
A : 
Thus is it not with the Saints of God, only being 
perplexed in their Spirits, dark in their Apprehenſi- 
ons, and fainting in their Strength; they brake out 
oft times into paſſionate Complainty (as Jeremy for 
2 Cottage in the Wilderneſs,) but yet for the main 
hold ing firm to the Lord: And the Reaſons of this 


quailing, are; 


1. Ihe weakneſs of Faith, when the methods of God's : 


| Proceedings are unfathomable to our Apprehenſions : 
While Men ſee the Paths wherein the Lord walketh, 


they can follow him through ſome Difficulties ; but 


when that is hid from them, though Providence ſo 
ſhut up all other Ways, that it is impoſſible God 
ſhould be in them, yet if they cannot diſcern ( /o proud 
are they) how he goeth in that wherein he is, they 

PER are 


| are ready to faint and give over. God is pleaſed 
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ſometime to make Darkneſs his Pavillion and his ſe- 
cret Place; A fire devours before him, and it is very 
tempeſtuous round about him, Pal. 50. 3. When 
once God is attended with Fire, Darkneſs, and Tem- 
peſt, becauſe we cannot ſo eaſily ſee him, we are 
teady to leave him. Now this the Lord uſually doth 
in execution of his Judgments: Thy righteouſneſs is 


like the great mountains; thy judgments are a great 
| deep, Pial. 36. 6.” His Righreouſneſs, his Kindneſs is 
like a great Mountain, that is eaſy to be ſeen; a Man 
cannot overloook it, umeſs he wiltully ſhut his Eyes; 


But bis Judgments are like the great Deep: Who can 
look into the bottom of the Sea, or know what is 
done in the depths thereof? God's Works in their ac- 
compliſhment, are oftentimes ſo unſuited to the Rea- 


ſons and Apprehenſions of Men, that very many who 


have been ſtrong in Defites, and great in ExpeQation 
of them, upon their bringing forth to light, have 
quite rejected and oppoſed them as none of his, be- 
cauſe diſtant from what they had framed to them- 


| ſelves. It is evident from the Goſpel, that the Peo- 


ple of the cw were full of expeQation and longing, 
for the great Work of the coming of the Meſſias, Juſt 
at the ſeaſon wherein he came ; yet being come, be- 
cauſe not accommodated to their pre-magimations, they 
rejected him, as having neither form nor comlineſs in 


bim to be deſired. Iſa. 53. 2. And the Prophet Amos 


telleth many, who deſired the day A the Lord, that 
that day ſhauld be darkneſs to them, and not light, Amos 


F. 18, 20. So in every Generation, many Deſirers of 


the Accompliſhment of God's Work, are ſhaken oft 
from any ſhare therein, by finding it unſuited to their 

Reaſons and Expectations. 
Now when the Lord is pleaſed thus to wa/k in 
Darkneſ5, many being not able to tvace him in his 
7 4: . 8 Diſpen- 
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Di nſations, are ready to lie down and fink under | 
the burden: David ſeems to profeſs, that he had no- 


thing, at ſuch a time, to uphold him but this, that 
God muſt be there, or no where: I had ſuid (faith he) 
that it was in vain to walk as] do, but that I ſhould 
have condemned the generation of thy children, Pal. 
73. 15. And truly, God never leaves us without ſo 
much Liebt, but that we may ſee clearly where be is 
not; and ſo by recounting Particulars, we may be rol- 


led where he is, tho his goings there be not ſo clear, 


Ask if God be in the Counſels of Men who ſeek them- 
felves, and in the Ways of thoſe who make it their 
deſign to ruine the Generation of the Juſt. If you find 


him there, ſeek no further; if not, let that give you 


tight to diſcern where be makes his abode, that you turn 
not aſide to the flocks of others. 

2. A reducing the Works of Providence to inbred 
Rules of our own. But chis I cannot putſue. 
US Be tender toward Fainters in difficult Sa- 


one; it they leave waiting on the Lord, becauſe the 


Evil is of him; if they caſt in their Lot with the por- 
tion of the ungodly, they will, in the End, periſh 12 


their Gainſaying : But as for ſuch, as what for want 


of Lighr, what for want of Faith, fit down and figh 
in Darkneſs, be not too haſty in laying further Bur- 
dens on them When firſt the Confederacy was entred 
into by the Proteſtant Princes in Germany, againſt 
Charles the Fifth, Luther himſelf, for a ſeaſon, was 
bewildred, and knew not what to do, until being in- 


ſtructed in the Fundamental Laws of the Empire, he 


fate down fully in that Undertaking, though the Lord 
gave it not the deſired Iflue; - Seid Com. Lib. 8. Our Sa- 


viour Chriſt asks, If when he comes, he ſhall find Faith 


on the Earth? Luke 18. 8. It is his coming with the 
Spirit of Fudgment and Burning, a day of Trial and 
Viſitation, he there ſpeaks of. Now what Faith ſhall 
4 N he 
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he want, which will not be found in that Day? Not 
the Faith of adherence to himſelf for ſpiritual Life 
and Juſtification, but of axe! cloſing with him in the 
things he then doth ; that ſhall be rare, many ſhall be 
ſtaggered, and faint in that Day. - 

And thus, by the ſeveral Heads of this Chapter, 
have I led you through the very State and Condition 
of this Nation at this Time. 5 
irſt, Variety of Fudgments are threatned to us, and 

| incumbent on us, as in the firſt Part. Secondly, Of 
_ theie, Fulſe-worſhip, Superſtition, Tyranny, and Cruelty, 
lie in the bottom, as their procuring Cauſes ; which 
is the ſecond. Thirdly, Theſe, if renewed under your 
band, will certainly bring inevitable Ruine upon the 
whole Nation; which is the third. Fourthly, AZ 
which make many precious Hearts, what for want of 
Light, what for want of Faith, to fail, and cry out 
for the Wings of a Dove; which is the fourth. I 
come in the Fifth place, to God's. Direction to 
you for the Future, in this State and Condition; 
which being ſpread in divers Verſes, as the Lord 
gives it to the Prophet, I ſhall meddle with no more 
of it than is contained in the words which, at our 
entrance, I read unto you. NE Te ou 

Let them return, &@c. | 

In the Words obſerve four things; _ , 

1. God's Direction to the Prophet, and in him, to 
all that do his Work in ſuch a ſeaſon as this deſcri- 

bed: Let them return to thee, return not thou to 
them. _ | . 
2. Their Aſſiſtance and Supportment in purſuance 
of that Direction: I wil! make thee, t9 this people, a 
braſen fenced wall. 1 

3. The Oppoſition, with its Succeſs and Iſſue, whfeſi 
in that way, they ſhould meet withal : They /ha// 
bt againſt thee, and ſhall not prevail, © 
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2 Sermon — 'd to the Honourable © 


| . Their Conſolation and Succeſs from the Preſence 
of the Lord: For I am with thee to deliver thee, &c. 


I. There is God's Direction. © 
Many Difficulties in this troubleſome ſeaſon, was 


the Prophet intricated withal : The People would 


not be prevailed with to come up to the Mind of 
God; they continuing in their ſiubhormeſs, the Lord 


would not be prevailed with to avert the threatned 
Deſolation: What now ſhall he do? To ſtand out 
- againlt the ba/k of the People, ſuits not his Earthly In- 


tereſt; to couple with them, anſivers not the diſcharge 


of his Office; to wait upon them any longer, is fruit- 
leſs; to give up himſelf to their ways, comfortleſs, 
Hence his Complaints, hence his Moanings. Better 
lie down and ſink under the Burden, than always to 


ſwim againſt the Stream of an unreformable Multi- 


tude. In this Strait, the Lord comes in with his Di- 
.reQtion, Let them return unto thee, &c. Keep thy } 
Station, perform thy Duty, comply not with the 

Children of Bachſſiding; but whatever be the iſſue, if 
there be any claſing wrought, let it be by working 
them off from their ways of Folly. A/ Condeſcen- 
tion on thy part, where the Work of God is to be 
done, is in oppoſition to him: If they return, em- 


brace them freely; if not, do thy Duty conflantly. 
That which is ſpoken immediately to the Prophet, 


shall hold out to All, acting in the Name and Au- 


thority of God, in this general Propoſition. 


Ob.] Plauſible Compllances of Men in Authority, | 
toit h thoſe againſi whom they are employed, are trea- 
\ , cherous Contrivances againſt, the God of Heaven, by 
_ whom they are employed. 5 we 

If God be fo provoked that he curſeth him who 
«doth bis Work negligently, what is he by them that do 
it treacherouſly ? When he gives a Sword into the 
Hands of Men, and they thruſt it into his own Bow- 


els, 
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els, his Glory and Honour, thoſe things ſo dear to him? 
He that is intruſted with it, and dares not do Juſtice 
on every one that dares do Injuftice, is afraid of the 
Creature, but makes very bold with the Creator. 
Prov. 25. 2. It is the glory of God to conceal a thing, 
but it is the glory of a king to find out a matter. 
That which God aimeth to be glorious in, to mani- 
felt his Attributes by, is the concealing and covering 
our Iniquities in Chriſt ; but if the Magiſtrate will 
| have Glory, if he will not bring upon himſelf Diſbo- 
, nur by diſhonouring of God, he is to ſearch and find 


3 JJ 


g out the Lanſgreſſions, with whoſe Cognizance he is 
a entruſted, and to give unto them condign Retribu- 
N tion. If the Lord Curſe them who come not forth tv 


: bis help againſi the mighty, Judg. 5. 23. What is 
g their due, who being called forth by him, do yet help 
the mighry againſt him © For a Man to take part with 
the Kingdom's Enemies, is no {ſmall Crime; but for a 
Commiſfon-Oficer to run from them by whom he is 
Commiſfoned, to take part with the Adverſary, is 
Death, without Mercy: Vet, have not ſome, in our days, 
arrivd at that ſtupendous Inpudence, that when as 
private Perſons, they have declaimed againſt the Eze- 
mies of the Nation, and by that means got them- 
ſelves into Authority, they have made uſe of that 
| Authority to comply with, and uphold thoſe, by an 
BB Oppoſition to whom, they got into their Authority: 
Which is no leſs than an Atheiſtical attempt to Perſo- \ 
nate the Almighty, unto ſuch Iniquities, as, without _ 
| his Appearance, they dare not own. But, he that 
juſtiſieth the wicked, and condemneth the juſt, are both 
un abomination to the Lord, Prov. 17. 15. and not on- 
ly to the Lord, but to Good Men alſo. He that ſaith 
to the wicked, thou art righteous, him ſhall the people 
gurſe, nations ſhall abhor him, Prov. 24. 24. 


„1 1 I ſpeak 
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2 ſpeak only 25 ro the General, ( for me, let all 


Particulars find Mercy ) with « /ad4 Remembrance of 
the late workings of Things amongſt us, with thoſe 
vile ſordid Compliances which grew upon the Spirits 
of Magiſtrates and Miniſters, with thoſe, whole Gar- 
ments were dyed with the Blood of God's Saints and 


precious Ones, (as formerly they were called, for now 


theſe Names are become Terms of Reproach ;) and 
would this Complying went alone; but Pretences 
and Accuſations, muſt be found out againſt ſuch as 


fellow with them, when they they begin to call 


Darkneſs, Light; they will, e're long, call Light, 
Darkneſs : By which means, our Eyes have ſeen Men, 
of their own accord, laying down the Weapons where- 
with at at firſt they fought againſt Oppoſers, and ta- 
king up them which were uſed againſt themſelves, as 
hath hapned, more than once, to Pen-men, both in 
our own, and our Neighbour Nation. Now, this fe- 
volting from Principles of Religion and Righteouſ- 


nels, to a complyance with any finful Way or Perſon, 


| i a Treacherous Oppoſition to the God of Heaven; 
I +; oo Yin. 

T. It canuot be done, but by preferring the crea- 
ture before the Creator, eſpecially in thoſe things 
which are the proximate Cauſes of Deviation.” = 
_ Two ptincipal Cauſes I have obſerved, of this 
crooked Walking COW” WEN 
2. That Deſire of periſhing Things, which hath a 
mixture of Coverouſneſs and Ambition. The firſt 
maketh Men wary what they do againſt Men; the 
other maketh them weary of doing any thing for God, 
5 1 their ſordid Ends are not Iike to be accom- 
Nnned. | | 


1. Fear. When once Magiſtrates begin to liſten at: 
ter quid ſequitur's, and 10 to withdraw from doing 


Good, 
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Good, for Fear of ſuffering Evil, paths of Wickedneſs 
are quickly returned unto, and the Authority of God 
deſpiſed. Ler this man go, and tate beed' of Ceſar, 
John 19. 12. did more prevail on Pilat's treacherous 
Heart, than all the other Clamours of the: ee; yea, 
was not the whole Sanhedrim' ſwayed: to deſperate 
rag (2 for fear the Romans ſbould come and take as 
way: their kingdom 2 John 11. 48. When Men begin 
once to diſtruſt that God will leave them in the Bry+ 
ers; to wreſtle it out themſelves, (for: Unbelief lieth at 
the bottom of carnal Fear) they quickly turn them 
ſelves: to Contrivances of their own, for their own 
Safety, their own Proſperity ; which commonly is, by 
obligins thoſe unto them by Compl;ances, in an Oppoſition 
to whom, they might ohlige the Almighty: to their Aſs 
ſiſtanee: Surely they conclude, he wants either DAH 
or Fotoer, to ſupport them in his Employment. 
If a Prince ſhould ſend an Ambaſſador to a Foreign 
State; to treat about Peace, or to denounce War, who, 
when he comes there, diſtruſting his Maſter's Power, 
to make good his Undertaking, ſhould comply, and 
winde up his Iatereſt with them to whom he was 
ſent, ſuffering his Soveraign's Errand to fall to the 
Ground, would he not be efteem'd as errant a Tray - 
tor as ever lived? And yet, though this be c/;pr. Corr 
among Men, it is put upon the Lord every day as 
current. A 
From this Prineiple of carnal: Fear and Unbelief, 
trenbling for a man that ſhall die, and the ſon of man 
that ſhall be as graſs, forgetting the Lord our maker; 
If. 51. 12. are all thoſe prudential Follies, which 
exerciſe the Minds of moſt Men in Authority, 
making them, eſpecially in times of Difficulties, to re+ 
gulate and 3 their Proceedings, by what ſuits 
their own Safety and particular Intereſts, Counſelling; 
Adviſing, Working tor 3 quite forgetti 
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by whom they are entruſted, and whoſe Buſineſs they 


_ fhould do. Om. LTP 
2. A Defire of Periſhing Things, tempered with 
Covetouſneſs and Ambition : Hence was the ſparing of 
the fat Cattle, and of Agag, by Saul, 1 Sam. 15. 
When thoſe two Qalifications cloſe on any, they are 
diametrically oppoſed to that Frame which, of God, 
is required in them, vig. That they ſhould be Men 
fearing God, and bating Covetouſneſs. The firſt will 
go far, being only a Contrivance for Safety; but if 
this latter take hold of any, being a Conſultation to 
 Exalt themſelves, it quickly carrieth them beyond all 
\ Bounds whatſoever. The Lord grant, that hereafter 
there may be no ſuch Complaints in this Nation, or 
may be Cauſeleſs, as have been heretofore, vis. That 
we have poured out our Prayers, jeoparded our Lives, 
waſted our Eſtates, ſpent our Blood, to ſerve the Lyſts, 
and compaſs the Deſigns of ambitious ungodly Men. 
The many ways whereby theſe things intrench up- 
on the ſpirits of Men, to byaſs them from the Paths 
of the Lord, I fhall not inſiſt upon; it is enough 
that 1 have touched upon the obvious Cauſes of De- 
viation, and manifeſted them to be Treacheries againſt 
the God of all Authority. _ . 
Le.] Be exhorted to beware of Relap/es, with 
all their Cauſes and Inducements, and to be con- 
ſtant to the way of Rzghreouſneſs : And this I ſhall 
hold out unto you in two Particular. © | 
I. Labour to Recover others, even all that were 
ever diſtinguiſhed and called by the Name of the 
Lord, from their late fearful Herurning to ſinful Com- 
Pliances with the Enemies of God and the Nation: 
I ſpeak not of Men's Fer/ons, but of their Ways : 
For three Years this People have been. eminently c 
of the folly of Back/i:ding, and without ſome ſpecial 
Cordia!, are like to periſh in it, as far as * A 


A Yo 


— - 5 
* r — 


7 , 


Houſe of Commons, Jan. 31. 1648. 177 


Look upon the State of this People, as they were 
ditterenced ſeven Yeats ago, ſo for ſome continuance, 
and as they are now, and you ſhall find in how many 
things we have returned to others, and not one In- 
ſtance to be given of their return to us: That this 
may be clear, take ſome Particulars. 


I. In Words and expreffions , thoſe are index animi 


Turn them over, and you may find what is in the whole 


Heart. Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 


ſpeaketh. Now is not that Language, are not thoſe 
very Expreſſions, which filled the Mouths of the com- 
mon Adverſaries only, grown alſo terms of Reproach 
upon the Tongues of Men that ſuffered ſometimes 
under them, and counted it their Honour ſo to do? 
Hence that common Exprobation; A Parliament of 

Saints, An Army of Saints, and ſuch- like Derifions of 
God's ways, now plentiful with them, who ſate ſomtrmes, 
and took ſweet counſel with us: Ah! had it not been 
more for the Honour of God, that we had kept our 
Station, until others had come to us, ſo to have ex- 
alted the Name and Profeſſion of the Goſpel, than that 

we ſhould ſo return to them, as to joyn with them in 
making the Paths of Chriſt a Reproach? Had it not 


been better for us, with Fudah, to continue ruling 


with God, and to be faithful with the ſaints, Hoſ. 11. 
12. than to ſtand in the congregation of the mockers, 
and to fit in the ſeat of the ſcornful? What ſhall we 
 fay, when the Saints of God are as ſigns and wonders 
to be ſpoken againſt in Iſrael? Iſa. 8. 18. O that Men 
would remember how they have t their firſt Stra- 
tion, when themſelves uſe thoſe Reproaches unto o- 
thers, which for the ſame Cauſe themſelves formerly 
bare with Comfort! It is bitterneſs to confider, how 


the Goſpel is ſcandalized by this woful Return of Mi- 


niſters and People, by caſting Scriptural Expreſſions 


by way of ſcorn, on thoſe, with whom they were 
. 3 ſome- 
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ſometimes, in :the like kind, Companions of Con- 


tempt. Surely, in this we are Reæturned to them, and 
not they to us. | a 
2. In Actions: And thoſe, * 


1. Of Religion; not only in Opinion, but Practice 
alſo, are we here under a vile Return: We are be- 


come the Lyans, and the very ſame Thoughts enter- 
tained by us againſt others, as were exerciſed towards 
our ſelves. Are not others as unworthy to live upon 
their Native Soil, in our Fudgments, as we our ſelves 
in the ZFudgments of them formerly over us? Are not 
Groans for Liberty, by the warmth of Favour, in a 
few Years, hatched into Azzemprs for Tyranny ? And 
for Prattice; what hold hath former Superſtition, in 
obferving Days and Times, laid upon many of the 


People again! witneſs the late ſolemn Superſtition, 


and many things of the like Nature. 
2. For Civil things; The cloſing of fo many, formerly 
otherwiſe engaged with the adverſe Party in the late 
Robelhon, with the luke- warm Deporment of others 
at the ſame time, is a ſufficient demonſtration of it. 
And may not the Lord juſtly complain of all this, 
What iniguiiy have you 1 in me, or my ways, that 


Jon are gone far from me, and walked after vanity, 
and are become vain © Jer. 2. 4. Why have you chan- 


ged your glory for that which doth not Profit © ver. 11. 
Habe 1 22 71 dry beath, or a * wilderneſs to 
you ?£ Oh that Men ſhould find no more ſweetneſs in 
following the Lawb under wonderful Protections, but 
that they ſhould thus turn aſide into every Wilderneſs! 
What Indigavty is this to the Ways of God? I could 
give you many Reaſons of it, but I have done what 
intended; a little hinted,” that we are a Rerurninę 


People, that ſo you might be exhorted to help tor 4 
Recovery: And how ſhall that be 


2. By 
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2. By your own Keeping cloſe to the Paths of Righ- 
teouſneſs; if you Return nor, others will look about 
"ga: This Breach, this Evil is of you, within your 
o, Walls was the Fountain of our Bachſliding. 
Would you be the Repairers of Breaches, the Reſto- 
125 of Paths for Men to walk in, do theſe two 
things. : 
I. Turn not to the Ways of ſuch as the Lord hath 
blaſted under your Eyes, and theſe may be referred to 
three Heads. 5 

I. Oppreſſun. 
2. Self-fecking. 

3. Contrivances for Ferſecution. 15 
I. Oppreſſion: How deteſtable a Crime it is in the 
Eyes of the Almighty; what Effects it hath upon Men, 
making wiſe men mad, Eccl. 7. 7. How frequently it 
cloſeth in the calamitous Ruine of the Oppreſſors 
themſelves, are things known to all. Whether it hath. 
not been exerciſed in this Nation, both in Generals, 
by unneceſſary Impoſitions ; and in Particular, by un- 
Warrantable Prefidres let the mournful Cries of all 

forts of People teſtify. Should you now Return to 
ſuch Ways as theſe, would not the Anger of the Lord 
ſmoak againſt you? Make it, I beſeech you, your De- 
n to relieve the Whole, by all Means poſſible, and 
and to relieve Particulars, yea, even of the adverſe 

Party, where too much over-borne. Oh let it be con- 

ſidered by you, that it may not be conſidered pon 
| you: I know the Things you are neceſſitated to, are 
not to be ſupported by the Air. It is only what is 

unneceſſary as to you, or 1nſupportable as to Oaths, 
that requires your ſpeedy Re forming; that ſo ir may 
be ſaid of you as of Nehemiab, chap. 5. 14, 15. And 
for Particulars, (pray pardon my Folly and Boldneſs) 
J heartily defire a Committee of your Honourable 
Houſe might fit once a Week, to relieve poor Men 
ER N 4 that 
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that have been Opprelled by Men ſometimes enjoying 


Parliamentary Authority. ; | 
2. Seif-ſeeking : When Men can be content to lay a 
Nation low, that they may ſer up themſelves upon the 


Heaps and Ruines thereot. Have not ſome ſought to Ad- 


vance themſelves under that Power, which, with the 
Lives and Blood of the People, they have oppoſed? Seem- 
ing to be froubled at former things, not becauſe they 
were done, but becauſe they were not done by them © But 


innocent Blood will be found a tottering Foundation for 


Men to build their Honours, Greatneſs, and Preferments 
upon. O Return not in this unto any. If Men ſerve 
themſelves of the Nation, they muſt expect that the 
Nation will ſerve it ſelf upon them. The beſt Secu- 
rity you can poſſibly have that the People will per- 
form their Duty in Obedience, is the Witneſs of your 


own Conſciences, that you have diſcharged your Duty 
towards them, in ſeeking their Good, by your own 


Trouble, and not your own Advantages in their Trou- 
ble. I doubt not, but that in this, your Practice makes 
the Admonition a Commendarion, otherwiſe the Word 
ſpoken, will certainly Witneſs againſt you. 

3. Contrroances forPerſecution. How were the Hearts 
of all Men hardened, like the neather Mill-ftone, and 
their Thoughts did grind Blood and Revenge againſt 
their Brethren !. What Colours, what Pretences had 


Men invented, to prepare a way for the rolling of 
their Garments in the Tears, yea, the Blood of Chri- 
, ftians! The Lord ſo keep your Spirits from a com- 


liance herein, that withal the Bow be not too much 
nt on the other fide, which is not impoſſible. 


Be there a Backſliding upon your Spirit to theſe, or 


fuch-like things as theſe, rhe Lord will walk contrary 


to you; and were po as the Signet upon his Hand, he 
mill pick yen off 


2, Re: 
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2. Return not to the open Enemies of our Peace. 
I could here enlarge my ſelf, to ſupport your Spirits 
in the Work I mentioned, John 29. 14, 15. but 1 
muſt on to the following Parts of my Text, and paſs 
from the Direction given, to the Supportment and 
Aſſiſtance promiſed ; I will make thee unto this people 
4 braſen and a fenced wall. TY | 
An implied Objection, which the Prophet might 
put in, upon his Charge to keep ſo cloſe to the Rule 
of Righteouſneſs, is here removd. If I muſt thus 
abide by it, to execute whatſoever the Lord calls me 
out unto, not ſhrinking nor ſtaggering at the greateſt 
Undertakings, what will become of me in the Iſſue? 
will it not be deſtructive to ſtand out againſt a a con- 
firmed People? No, faith the Lord, it ſhall not be: 
Iwill make thee, Nc. | 
Obſ.] God will certainly give in prevailing Strength, 
and unconquerable Defence, unto Perſons conſtantly diſ- 
charging the Duties of Righteouſneſs, eſpecially when 
undertaken in times of Difficulty and Oppoſition. 1 
will make thee, &c. The like Engagement to this, you 
have made to Ezekiel, chap. 3. 8, 9. Neither was 
it ſo to the Prophets alone, but to Magiſtrates allo. 
When 7o/hua undertook: the Regency of I/rae! in a 
difficult time, God takes off his Fear and Difidence, 
with this very Encouragement, :7oſh. 1. 5. He faith, 
He will make them a all, the beſt Defence againſt 
Oppoſition ; and that not a weak zorrering Wall, chat 
might eaſily be caſt down, but a braſen Wall, that 
muſt needs be impregnable : What Engines can poſh- 
bly prevail againſt a Wall of Braſs ? And to make it 
more ſecure, this bra/en Wall ſhail be fenced with all 
manner of Fortifications, and Ammunition ; fo that the 
verieſt Coward in the World, being behind ſuch a 
Wall, may, without Dread or Terror, apply himſelf © 
to that which he findeth to do, God will fo ur 
| e | dhe 
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the Inſtruments of his Glory againſt a Back/liding Feo- 
ple, in * the ways of his Truth and Righte- 
ouſneſs, that all Attempts againſt them ſhall be vain, 
and the molt timorous Spirit may be ſecure, provided 
he go not out of the Lord's Way; for if they be found 
beyond the Line, the braſen Wall, they may eaſily be 
Surprized. And indeed, who but a Foo! would run 
from the ſhelter of a bra/en Wall, to hide himfelf in 
a little Stubble? And yer ſo do all who run to their 
own Wiſdom, from the moſt hazardous Engage- 
ment that any of the Ways of God can poſſibly 
lead them unto. It is a ſure Word, and for ever to be 
reſted upon, which the Lord gives in to A/a, 2 Chron. 
15. 2. The Lord is with you, while ye be with him. 
An unbiaſſed Magiſlracy ſhall never want God's con- 
tinued Preſence: Very Jeroboam himſelf receives a 
Promiſe, upon Condition of cloſe walking with God 
in righteous Adminiſtrations, of. having an bouſe built 
him like the houſe of David, 1 Kings 11. 28. What a 
Wall was God to Moſes in that great Unndertaking, 
of being inſtrumental tor the delivery of I/-ae/ from a 
Bondage and Slavery of four hundred Years continu- 
ance ? Pharaoh was againſt him, whom he had depri- 
ved of his Soveraigniy and Dominion over the People: 
And what a Provocation the depriving of Soveraignty 
is unto Potentates, needs no demonſtration : To the cor- 


. Tuption of Nature, which inclines to Heights and Ex- | 


altations, in imitation of the Fountain whence it flows; 
they have alſo the corruption of State and Condition, 
which hath always enclined to Abſoluteneſs and Ty- 
mnny : All Zzypr was againſt him, as being by him 
viſibly Deſtroyed, Waſted, Spoiled, Robbed ; and at 
length ſmitten in zbe Apple of the Eye, by the loſs of their 
Firſt-born, and, if this be not enough, that the King 
and People whom he oppoſed, were his Enemies; the 
very People, for whoſe ſakes he ſet himſelf to _—_ 
. | the 
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the others, they alſo rife up againſt him, yea, ſeek 
to deſtroy him; one time they appeal to God 
for Fuſtice qgainſi him, Exod. 5. 21. The Lord look 
pon you and judge. They appeal to the righteous 
God to Witneſs, that he had not fulfilled what he 

romiſed them, to wit, Liberty, Safety, and freedom 
— Oppreſſion, but that rather by his means their 
Burdens were encreaſed: And in this they were ſo 
confident (like ſome amongſt us) that they appeal unto 
God for the Equity of their Complaints. Afterwards, 
being reduced to a Strait, ſuch as they could not ſee 
how poſſibly they ſhould be exrricated from, without 
utter Ruine (like our preſent Condition, in the appre- 
henſion of ſome) they cry out upon him, for the whole 
deſign of bringing them into the Wilderneſs, and af- 
firm poſitively, that though they had periſhed in 
| their former Slavery, it had been better for them, 
than to have followed him in this new and dange- 
tous Engagement, Ex. 14. 11, 12, 13. That * Genera- 
tion being (as Calvin obſerves) ſo inured to Bondage, 


that they were altogether unfit to bear with the wor 


ings and pangs of their approaching Liberty. After- 
wards, do they want Drink? Moſes is the Cauſe : 
Did they want Meat ? this Moſes would ſtarve them, 
Exod. 15. 24. & 16. 7. He could not let them alone 
by the Fleſh-pots of Aęypt; for this they are ready 
to Stone him, Exod. 17. 3. At this day, have we 
too much Rain, or too ſhort a Harveſt, it is laid on 


the Shoulders of the preſent Government: It was 


no otherwiſe of Old. At length this People came to 
that height, as being frightned by the Oppoſition 
they heard of, and framed to themſelves in that Place 
whither Moſes would carry them, that they preſently 


T uu. in Nam. cap. 4. | 10 
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enter into 2 Conſpiracy and Revolt, conſulting to caſt 
off his Government, and chooſe new Commanders, 
and with a violent Hand to return to their former 
Condition, Num. 14. 4. an attempt as frequent as 
fruitleſs among our ſelves. When this would not do, 
at length, upon the occaſion of taking off Corab and 
and his Company, they aſſemble themſelves together, 
and lay (not Impriſonment, but) murder to his charge, 
and that of the people of the Lord, Num. 16. 41. 
Now, what was the iflue-of all thoſe Oppoſitions? 
What Effect had they: How did the Power of Pha- 
raoh, the Revenge of Agypr, the Backſliding of 1/rae! 
-prevail > Why God made this one Moſes a fenced 
braſen Wall to them All, he was never in the leaſt 
meaſure prevailed againſt ; fo long as he was with God, 
God was with him, no matter who was againſt him. 
One thing only would I commend to your Conſide- 
rations, vi. that this Moſes, thus Preſerved, thus De- 
livered, thus Protected, falling into ane Deviation in 
one thing, from cloſe following the Lord, was taken 
off from enjoying the cloſure and fruit of all his La- 
bour, Numb 20. 12. Otherwiſe he followed the Lord 
ina diffcult Seafon, and did not want anconquerable 
ſupportment Take heed of the ſmalleſt turning aſide 
Fm God: Oh, loſe not the fruit of all your Labour, 
tor /elf; for a /uft, or any thing that may turn you aſide. 
Now, the Lord will do this, | 
7. Becaufe of his own Engagement. 
2. For our Encouragement. 
$ Becauſe of his own Engagement, and that is two- 
old, | | EE rt 
I. Of Truth and Fidelity. 
85 2. Of Honour and Glory. 8 133 
1. His Truth and Veracity is engaged in it. Thoſe 7 
that honour him, he will bonour, 1 Sam. 2. 30. If 
Men honour him with Obedience, he will Rs" 
| wit 
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with Preſervation : He will be with them, while they 
are mith him, 2 Chron. 15. 2. While they are with 
—him in conſtancy of Duty, he will be with then, to 
keep them in Safety; {Je will never leave them, nor 
forſake them, Joſh. 1. 5. No weapon that is framed 
\agarnſt them ſhall proſper, Iſa. 54. 17. Now God is 
never as the waters that fail to any that upon his 
Engagements wait for him; he will not ſhame the 
Faces of them that put their Truſt in him. Why 
ſhould our unbelieving Spirits charge that upon the 
| God of Truth, which we dare not impute to a Man that 
is Worm, a Lyar © Will a Man fail in his Engage- 
ment unto nim, who upon that Engagement undertakes 
a difficult ih; for his ſake ? The Truth is, it 
is either want of Sincerity in our working, or want 
of Faith in dependance, that makes us at any time 
come ſhort of the utmoſt tittle that is in any of the 
Lord's Engagements. 
I. We want Sincerity, and do the Lord's Work, 
but with our own Aims and Ends, Iike 7ehu; no 
wonder if we be left to our ſelves for our Wages and 
Defence. 4 „ 
2. We want Faith alſo in the Lord's Work, turn to 
our own Counſels for ſuportment; no marvel if we 
come ſhort of Aſſiſtance; If we w1ll not believe, we ſhall 
not be eſtabliſhed. 2 
Look to Sincerity in working, and Faith in depen- 
dance, God's Truth and Fidelity will carry him out 
to give you unconquerable Supportment : Deflexion 
from theſe will be your Deſtruction. You that are 
working on a new Bottom, work allo on new Princi- 
ples; put not zew Mine into old Bottles, new Deſigns 
into old Hearts. 0 Ret 
_ Secondly, He is engaged in point of Honour; if 
they miſcarry in his way, What will be do for his great 
Name ? Yea, ſo tender is the Lord herein of his 
e | Glory, 
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Glory, that when he hath been exceedingly provoked 
to remove Men out of his. Prefence, yet becaufe they 
have been called by his Name, and have vifibly held 
Forth a following after bim, he would not ſuffer them 
to be trodden down, left the Enemy fhould exalt 
themſelves and ſay, Where is nom their God © They 
fhall not rake from him the honour of former Deli- 
verances and Protections: In ſuch a Nation as this, if 
the Lord now, upon manifold Provocations, ſhould 


. "Wi up Parliament, People, Army, to Calamity and | 


uine, would not the Glory of former Counfels, Suc- 
ceſſes, Deliverances, be utterly loſt? would not Men 
BY, i was not the Lord, hut Chance that happened to 
TDEM © | | a Re | 
2. For our Encouragement, the ways of God are 


often- times attended with ſo many Digiculties, ſo much 


Oppoſition, they muſt be embraced meerly becauſe 
His; no other Motive in the World can ſuit them to 
us ; I mean, for fuch as N them immixed from 
their own, carnal and corrupt Intereſts: Now becauſe 
the Lord will not take off the Hardſbip and difficulty 


of them, leſt he ſhould not have the Honour of car. 


rying on his Work againſt tumultuating Oppoſition, 
he ſecures poor Weaklings of comfortable Aſiſtance, 
and anſwerable Succeſs, left his Work ſhould be whol- 
ly negleted. It is true, the Lord, as our Soveraign 
Maſter, may juſtly require a cloſe labouring in all his 
Ways, without the leaſt ſweetning Endearments put 
upon them, only as they are his whoſe we are, who 
hath a Dominion over us; But yet as a tender Fa- 
ther, in which Relation he delights to exerciſe his 
Will towards his own in Chriſt, He p:tierh our In- 


Fr mities, knowing that we are but Duſt: And there- 


fore 10 invite us into the Dar#, 


Secu- 


and toilſome to Fleſh, and Blood, he gives us in this 


Into. ways labonrſome 


reer: 
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Security, that we ſhall be as a fenced braſen Mall to 
the oppoſing Sons of Men. 

Uſe 1.) To diſcover the Vanity and Folly of all 
Oppoſition, to Men called forth of God to do his 
Wark and walking in his Ways: Would you not 
think him Mad, that ſhould ſtrike with his Fiſt, and 


run with his Head againſt a fenced braſen Wall, to 


caſt it down? Is he like to have any ſucceſs but the 
battering of his Fleſh, and the bearing out of his Brains? 


= What do the Waves obtain by. daſhing themſelves 
with noiſe and dread againſt a Rock, but their own 


beating to pieces ? What prevails a Man by ſhooting 
his Arrows againſt the Sky, but a return upon his 
own Head? Nor is the moſt powerful Oppoſition to 
tte the Ways of God, like to meet with better Suc- 
ceſs ; God looks no otherwiſe upon Oppoſers, than 
you would do upon a Man attempring to thruſt down 
4 fenced braſen Wall with his Fingers. Therefore it is 
aid, that in their proudeſt Arrempts,ſtrongeſt Aſawlts, 
deepeſt Counſels, Combinations and Aſſociations, he /aughs 
them to ſcorn, derides their Folly, contemns their Fury, 
lets them ſweat in vain, until their Day be: come, 
Pfal. 2. How birthleſs in our own, as other Genera- 
tions, have been their ſwelling Conceptions? What 
then is it that prevails upon Men to break through 
ſo many Diſappointments againſt the Lord, as they 


do? Doubtleſs that of 1/2. 23. 9. Surely the Lord of 


Hoſts bath a purpoſe 10 10 flain the pride of all glory, 
1 de all the honourable of the pe 0 
God groves up Men unto it, that he may leave no 
Earthly Glory or Honour without Pollution or Con- 
tempt: And therefore hath Oppoſitzon in our Days 
been turned upon ſo many Hands, that God might 
leave no Glory without Contempt: Yet with this 
difference, that if the Lord will own them, he will 
recover them from their Oppoſition, as hath hapned 
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of late to the Miniſtry of one, and will happen ere 


long to the Miniſtry of another Nation: When the 
Lord hath a little ſtain d the pride of their Glory, 


they ſhall be brought home again by the /þ:ri2 of 


judgment and burning : But if he own them not, they 
ſhall periſh under the Oppoſition. And when it hath 
been wheeled about on all forts of Men, the Eud 
will be, ” . | 
Uſe 2.] Be wiſe now therefore, O ye Rulers, be In- 
firulted ye that are Fudges of the Earth, ſerve the 
Lord with fear, and rejoyce with trembling, Pſal. 2. 10, 


11. See whence your A/ſiance; cometh ; ſee where 
lie the hills of your falvarion, and ſay, As/hur ſhall 
not fave us, we will not ride upon horſes, neither will 
we ſay any more to the works of our hands, Ie are 
our gods; for in thee the fatherleſs findeth mercy, 
Hol. 14. 3. It is God alone who is a Sun and a Shield: 
dis ways do good to the upright in heart. Behold, 


here is a way to encompals England with a braſen 


Wall: Let the Rulers of it walk in right Ways, with 


upright Hearts. Others have been careful to pre- 


Terve zhe People to them, and the City to them; Oh, 
be ye careful to preſerve your God unto you, he a- 
lone can make you a fenced Vall; if he departs, your 
Wall departs, your Shade departs. Give me leave 
to infiſt a little on one Particular, which I chuſe out 
among many others: When God leads out his People 


to any great things, the Angel of bis preſence is {till 
among them: See at large Exod. 23. 20, 21, 22. The 
Angel of the Covenant, in whom is the Name of 


God. that hath Power of pardoning or retaining Tranſ- 
greſſions, Jeſus Chriſt, the Angel that redeemeth bis out 
of all their troubles, Gen. 48. 16. he is in the midſt of 
them, and amongſt them: And God gives this ſpecial 

Caution, if we would have his Aſſiſtance, that we 
Should beware of bim, and obey him, and provoke him not: 


Would 
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Would you then have God's Affiſtance continued, take 
heed of provoking the Angel of bis Preſence ; * pro- 
voke him not by lighting of his Ways; provoke him 
not by contemning his Ordinances ; if you leave him 
to deal for himſelf, he will leave you to ſhift tor 


your ſelves : What though his Followers are at ſome 
difference (the beſt Anowing but in part) about the 


Adminiſtration of ſome things in his Kingdom; the 


Eroious one having alſo ſown ſome bitter Seeds of 


Perſecution, Strife, Envy, and Contention among them : 
What _ ſome poor Creatures are captivated by 


Satan, the Prince of Pride, to a contempt of all his Or- 


dinances, whoſe Souls, I hope, the Lord will one day 


free from the ſnare of the Devil: Yer I pray give 


me leave (it is no time to conteſt, or diſpute it) to 


bear Witneſs in the behalf of my Maſter, to this one 
Truth, that, if by your own perſonal Practice and 
Obſervance, your Protection, Countenance, Authority, 


Laws, you do not ert, maintain, uphold the Order 


of the Goſpel, and Adminiſtration of the Ordinances. 


of Chriſt, notwithſtanding the noiſe and clamours of 
Novel Fancies, which, like Fonab's Gourd, have ſprung 


up in a Night, and will wither in a Day, you will be 
forſaken by the Angel of God's Preſence, and you will 
become an Aſtony/hment to all the Inhabitants of the 


_ Earih: And herein I do not ſpeak as one heſitating or 


dubious, but poſirively aſſert it as the known Mind of 
920 and whereof he will not ſuffer any long to doubt, 
al. 2. 12. | 


Uſe 3.] Srrengtben the weak bands, and _— tbe 
E 
5 


. ferble Fnees. Say to them that are of a fearful heart 


Be flrong, fear not; behold, your God will come with 
vengeance, even your God with a recompence, be will + 
come and ſave you, Wa. 35. 3, 4. Let the moſt weak 

2 See a Diſcourſe about , Fe Be 


2.5 as 
> 
» . 
L 
5 


* 


— 
- 


159. A Sermon preachd to the Honourable 


and fearful, the fainting Heart, the trembling Spirit, 
and the won Mind know, that full and plenary 
Security, perfect Peace, attends the Upright in. the 
Ways of God. You that are in God's Way, do Gods 
Work; 0 take this Cordial for all your Diſtem- 
pers, return not to former provoking Ways, and he 
will make you a fenced . Mall. | | 
And ſo I come to the third thing which I propo- = 
Ted to confider, the Oppofition which Men clea- 
ving to the Lord in all his Ways, ſhall find, with the 
iſſue and ſucceſs of it; T bey ſhall fight againſt thee, but 
ſhall nor prevail © 3 
The Words may be conſidered either as a Predicłi- 
on depending on God's Preſcience of whaz will be, or 
a Comminition from his Juſt Judgment of what ſhall be. 
In the firſt Senſe, the Lord tells the Prophet, from 
the Cottuption, Apoſtacy, Stubbormeſs of that Peo- 
what would come to paſs. In the ſecond; what 
tor their Sins and Provocations, by His juſt Judgment, 
ſhoul come to paſs. Time will not allow me to 
handle the words in both Acceprations ; wherefore 1 
ſnall take up the latter only, viz. That it is a Com- 
mination of what ſhall be tor the further Miſery of 


that wterched People; they ſhall Zudicially be given 
up to 4 fhiting againſt him. 


Obſ.] God ofren-rimes gives up @ ſinful People to a 
feniileſs Contention, and fighting with their only Sup- 
porters and means of. Deltverance. They ſhall, c. 
Feremiah had laboured with God fot them, and with 
them for God, that if poſſible Peace being made, they 
might be delivered, and to conſummate their Sins, 
they are given up to fight againſt bim. . 
I cannot now infiſt upon particular Inſtances, con- 
ſift 'The.. Hiſtory of the Church in all Ages, you ſhall 
find it continually, upon all occaſions, verified; from 
thẽ Maelites oppoſing Moſes, to the Ephraimites Con- 
tet with Zephrbab, the rejecting of Samuel, and ſo 


on , 


S 


— ——— 


on to the Kings of the Earth, giving their Power to 
the Beaſt to wage War with the Lamb; with the 
Inhabitants of the World, combining againſt the Mit- 
neſſes of Chriſt, is this Aſſertion held out. In follow- 
ing Story, no ſooner did any Plague or Judgment 
break out againſt the Roman Empire, but inſtantly 
Chriſtianos ad Leones, their Fury muſt be ſpent upon 
them, who were the only Supporters of it from irre- 
coverable Ruine. Now the Lord doth this, 

1. To Seal up a ſinful People's Deſtruction. E's 
Sons hearkned not, becauſe the Lord would ſlay them, 
I Sam. 2. 25. When God intends Ræine to a People, 
they ſhall walk in ways that tend thereunto: Now, 
is there a readier way for a Man to have a Houſe on 
his Head, than by pulling away the Pillars whereby 
it is ſupported ? If by Mo/es's ſtanding in the Gap, 
the Fury of the Lord be turned away; certainly, if 
the People contend to remove him, their Deſolation 
ſkepeth not. When therefore the Lord intends to 
lay Cities waſte without Inhabitants, and Houſes with- 


out Men, to make a Land utterly deſolate, the way 


of its accompliſhment. is, by by making the hearts of 
the frei fat, and their Ears heavy, and ſhutting zheir 
eyes, that they ſhould not ſee, and attend to the Meins 
of their Recovery, /. 6. 10, 11. So gathering in his 
peace and mercies from a provoking people, Jer 16. 15. 


2. To manifeſt his own Power and Soveraignty | 


in maintaining a ſmall handful, oft-times a ſew fingle 
Perſons, a Moſes, a Samuel, two Witneſſes againſt the 


_ Oppoſing Rage of a. hardned Multitude. If thoſe who 


undertake his Work and Buſineſs in their. ſeveral 


Generations, ſhould have withal the concurrent Obe- 
dience and Aſſiſtance of others, whoſe Good is intend- 


ed, neither would his Name be fo ſeen, nor his Ways 
10 honoured; as now, when he bears them up againſt 
All Oppofitior,, Had not the People of this Land been 

5 0 - given 
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given up (many of them) to fight againſt the Deli- 
verets of the Nation, and were it not ſo with them 
even at this time, how dar& would have been 
the Workings of Providence, which now, 
wreſtling through all Oppoſition, are ſo conſpicuous 
and clear! When then a People, or any patt of a 
People, have made themſelves wnworthy of the Good 
Things, intended to be accompliſhed by the Inftru- 
ments of Righteouſneſs and Peace, the Lord will þ/ow 
upon their Waves, that with Rage and Fury the 
ſhall daſh themſelves againſt them, whom he wi 
ſtrengthen with the zunition of Rocks, not to be pre- 
vailed againſt. So that God's Glory, and their own 
Ruine, lie at the bottom of this Cloſe-working of 
Providence, in giving up a ſinful People to a fruitleſs 
contending with their own Deliverers, if ever the 
be delivered. 0 | 
But, is not a People's contending with the Inſtru- 
ments, by whom God worketh amongft them, and 
for them, a Sin and Provocation to the Eyes of his 
Glory? How then can the Lord be ſaid to give them 


up unto it? 


Anſiv.] Avoid ing all Scholaflica! Diſcourſes, as 
unſuited to the Work of this Day; I ſhall briefly give 
in unto you, how this is a ful Thing, yet Sinners 
given up unto it, without the leaſt extenuation of 

their Guilt, or colout fot Charge on the Juſtice and 
Goodneſs of God. _ 3 

1. Then, to give uþ Men unto a thing in itſelf fin- 

ful, is no more, but ſo to diſpoſe and order things, 
that Sinnets may exerciſe and draw out their ſnful 
Principles in ſuch a way. This, that the Lord doth, 
the Scripture is full of Examples, and hath Teſti- 
monies innumerable : That herein the Holy one of I/- 
rac, is tio ways Co- partner with the guilt * 


— 


r 
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Sons of Men, will appear, by obſerving the difference 
of theſe ſeveral Agents, in theſe four Things. 

I. The Principle, by which they work. 
2. The Rule, by which they proceed, 
3. The Means which they uſe. 
| 4. The End at which they aim. | | 
I. The Principle of Operation in God, is his own 
Soveraign Will and good Pleaſure, He doth what- 
ever be pleaſeth, Pfal. 115. 3. He ſaith his pur- 
' poſe ſhall fland, and he will do all bis PL E A- 
S URE, IIa. 46. 10. Ile hath mercy on whom he 
| WILL bave mercy, and whom he WILL be hard- 
neth, Rom. 9.13. Groing no account OF HIS 
MATTERS, Job 33. 18. This our Saviour ren- 
dereth as the only Principle and Reaſon of his hid- 
den Operations: O Father, ſo it ſeemed good in thy 
ſebt, Matt. 11. 26. His Soverazgnty, in doing what 
he will with his own, as the Potter with his Clay, is 
the riſe of his Operations: So that whatever he doth, 
who can ſay unto him, What doſt thou? Job 9. 12. Shall 
the thing formed ſay to him that formed it, Why baſt 
thou made me thus? Rom. 9. 20. And hence two 
Things will follow. En. 
I. That what he doth is Fuſt and Righteous ; for 
fo _ all Ads of ſupreme and abſolute Domi- 
aion be. | 
2. That he can be Author of nothing but what bath 
' Exiſtence and Being in itfelf ; tor he works as 
the Fountain of Beings. T his Sin hath not. So 
that, though every Action, whether good or bad, 
receives its ſpecification from the working of 
Providence, and to that is their Exiſtence in their 
ſeveral Kinds to be aſcribed ; yer an evil Aon, 
in the evi/neſs of it, depends not upon Divine 
concourſe and influence; tor Good and Evi! make 
pot ſundry kinds of Actions, but only a_di- 
| 0'3 ſtindtion 
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ſtinction of a Swbje# in reipeRt of its Adjuntts 
and Accidents. 


7 - 


But now the Principle of Operation in Man, is 
Nature vitiated and corrupted ; I ſay Nature: Not 
that he worketh naturally, being a free Agent, but 
that theſe Faculties, Mill and Underſtanding, which 
are the pling aa of Operation, are in Nature cor- 
rupted, and from thence can nothing flow but Evil: 
An evil tree bringeth forth evil fruit : Men do not 
gather figs from thiſtles : A bitter fountain ſends not 
Forth ſweet waters: Who can bring a clean thing out 
| an unclean? If the Fountain be poiſoned, can the 
reams be wholſome ? What can you expect of Light 
and Truth from a Mind poſſeſsd with Vanity and 
Parkneſs ? What from a Will averted from the chief, 
eſt Good, and fixt upon preſent Appearances? What 
from an Heart, the figment of whole Imagination is 
only Evil? 8 1 
2̃. Conſider the difference in the Rule of Operation: 
Every thing that works, hath a Raule to work by: 
This is called a Law, In that thing which to man is 
finful, God worketh as it is a thing only; Man, as it 
it is a /inful! thing: And how ſo? Why every one's 
Sin is his Aberration from his Rule of Operation, or 
Working, duaglavev, is aberrare 4 ſcgpo. To fm, is 
not to collime aright at the End propoled; # duaglia 
$5 1 drehe, is a moſt exact Definition of it: Fregu- 
darity is its Form, if it may be ſaid to have a Form: 
A Privation's Form, is Deformity. Look then in any 
Action wherein an Agent exorbitates from its Rle, 
that is Sin. Now, what is God's Rule in Operation ? 
His own infinite wiſe Will alone; he takes neither Mo- 
tive, Riſe, nor Occaſion for any internal Ads, from any 
thing without himſe f; be doth whatever be pleaſeth, 
Fal. 115. 3. He worketh all things according to the 
counſel of bis own will, Epheſ. 1. 11. That is his 2 
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Law of Operation, and the Rule of Righteouſneſs un- 
| ro others. Working then agreeably to his own Will, 
which he always muſt do, he is free from the obli- 
quity of any Action. What now is the Re of the 
7 — of Men? Why the revealed Will of God; Re- 
vealed things belong to us, that we may do them, Deut. 
29. 29. God's revealed Will is the Rule of our 
Walking; our Working; whatever «its not, anſwers 
not this, is Evil. Sin is the tranſgreſſion of the Law, 
1 John 3. 4. Here then comes in the Deformiry, the 
Obliquity, the Azaxy of any thing, God works, and 
| man worketh : Thoſe Agents have ſeveral Rules, God 
works according to his Rule ; hence the Action is 
Good, as an Action: Man deviates from his Rule} 
hence it is fiaful, in reſpect of its Qualifications and 
Ad juncts. Man writes fair Letters upon wet Paper, 
and they run all into one Blot; not the Kill of the 
Scribe, but the defect in the Paper, is the Cauſe of 
the Deformity. He that makes a lame Horſe go, is 
the Cauſe of his going; but the defect in his 
| bw is the Cauſe- of his going lame. The Sun ex. 

ales a Steam from tlie Dungbill; the Sun is the Cauſe 
of the Exhalation, but the Danębill of the unwhoE> 
ſom Savour. The firſt Cauſe is the proper Cauſe 


of a Things being, but the ſecond of its being Evil. 


3. Conſider the ſeveral Operations and Acting © 
God and Man ; for Inſtance, in a rebellious People's 
fighting againſt their Helpers under him. © 
Now the Ade of God herein may be referred to 
I. A continuance of the Creature's Being and Life, 
Upho!ding »him by the word of bis power, Heb. T. 3. 
when he might take him off in a Moment : Enduring 
them with much long-ſuffering, Rom. 9. 22. when he 
might cut him off, as he did the Oppoſers of Elijah, 
with fire ſrom heaven, 2 Kings, I. 12, Dy 
„ i 9 | 2. A 
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4 


2. A continuance of Power of Operation to tbem, 
when he could make their bands to wither, like Fero- | 
Boam s, when they go about to ſtrike, 1 Kings, 13. 4. 
or their Hearts to die within them, like Nabal s, 
when they intend to be Churliſh, 1 Sam. 25. 37. 
But he raiſeth them up, or makes them to ſtand, that 


they may oppoſe, Rom. 9. 11. 


3. Laying before them a ſuitable Object, for the 
* as forth their Corruption unto Oppoſition ; gi- 
ving them ſuch Helpers, as ſhall, in many thines, 
croſs their Luſts, and exaſperate them thereunto; as 
Elijah, a Man of a fiery Zeal, for a luke-warm Abab. 

4. With-holding from them that effectual Grace, by 
which alone that Sin might he avoided; a not actu- 
ally keeping them from that Sin by the might of his 


Spirit and Grace; that alone is effectual Grace, which 
is actual; be ſuffers = walk in their own Ways. 


And this the Lord may do; 
© Firſt, In reſpect of them, Zudiczally, they deſerve 
to be forſaken : Ahab is left to fill up the meaſure 
of his Iniquities, add iniquity to iniquity, Pſal. 69. 27. 
-» Secondly, In reſpect of himſelf, by way of Sove- 
razznty, doing what he will with his own, barden- 


min whom he will, Rom. g. 15. 


J. He poſitively ſends upon their Under/tardings, 
that which the Scripture ſets out under the terms of 
Blindneſs, Darkneſs, Folly, Delufion, Slumber, a ſpirit of 
ve tl and the like : The Places are too many to 
rehearſe. What ſecret Aﬀings in and upon the Minds 
of Men; what diſturbing of their Advices ; what ing- 
ting of corrupt Affections with falſe carnal Reaſon- 
ings ; what givings up to the Power of Darkneſs in 
Satan. the Prince thereof, this judicial At doth con- 
tain, I cannot inſiſt upon: Let it ſuffice, God will 
not help them to diſcern, yea, he will cauſe that they 
Hall not diſcern, but hide from their Eyes the * 


> 


Houſe of Commons, Jan. 31. 1648. 197 
that concern their Peace, and ſo give them up to con- 
tend with their only Helpers. 

6. Suitably, upon the ill and Affections he hath 
ſeveral Acts; obfirming the one in Corruption, and 
giving up the other to Vileneſs, Rom. 1. 24, 26. un- 
til the Heart become throughly hardened, and the 
Conſcience ſeared : Not forcing the one, but leaving 
it to follow the Judgment of practical Reaſon ; which 
being a blind, yea, a blinded Guide, whither can it 
lead a blind Follower, but into the Ditch ? Not defi- 
ling the other with infuſed Senſuality, but provoking 
them to act according to inbred native Corruption; 
and by ſuffering frequent vile Actings, to confirm them 
in ways of Vileneſs. | 

Take an Inſtance of the whole ; God gives Help- 
ers and Deliverers to a ſinful People, becauſe of their 
Provocations ; ſome, or all of them, ſhall not taſte of 
the Deliverance by them to be procured : Wherefore, 
though he ſuſtains their Lives in being, whereby 
they might have opportunity to know his Mind, and 
their own Peace, yet he gives them a Power to con- 
tend with their Helpers, cauſing their Helpers to act 
ſuch things, as under conſideration of Circumſtances, 
ſhall exceedingly provoke theſe Sinners. Being ſo 
exaſperated and provoked, the Lord, who is free in 
all his Diſpenſations, refuſeth to make out to them 
that healing Grace, whereby they might be kept from 
a ſinful Oppoſition : Yea, being juſtly provoked, and 
reſolved that they ſhall not taſte of the Plenty to 
come, he makes them fool;ſh and giddy in their Rea- 
ſonings and Counſels, blinds them in their Underſtand- 
ings, that they ſhall not be able to diſcern plain and 
evident things, tending to their own Good, but in all 
their Ways ſhall err lite a drunken Man in bis 
Vomit ; whence, that they may not be recovered, be- 


cauſe he will deſtroy them, he gives in — a 
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Obſtinacy upon their Hearts and Spirits, leaving 
them to ſuitable Aﬀettions, to contend for their own 
Ruine. | _ | 
| Now, what are the Ways and Methods of ſinful 
Man's working in ſuch an Oppoſition, would be too 
long for me to declare; what Frejudices are erected, 
what Lyſts purſued, what corrupt Intereſts atted 
and followed; how Se/f is honoured z what falſe 
Pretences coined ; how God is (lighted ; if I ſhould 
go about to lay open, I muft look into the Hell of 
theſe Times, than which nothing can be more loath- 
ſome and abominable: Let it ſuffice, that ſinful S/, 
ſinful Lufts, ſinful Prejudices, finful Blindneſs, ſinful 
carnal Fears, ſinful corrupt Intereſts, ſinful fleſhly 
Reaſonmes, ſinful Paſſions, and vile Affections, do all 
concur in ſuch a Work, are all woven up together 
in ſuch a Web. 115 I : 
4. See the diſtance of their Aims; God's Aim is 
only-the manifeſtation of his own Glory (than which 
nothing but himſelf is ſo infinitely Good; nothing ſo 
Righteous that it ſhould be) and this by the. way of 


\ Goodneſs and Severity, Rom. 11. 22. Goodneſs in 


Faithfulneſs and Mercy, preſerving his, who are op- 
poſed, whereby his Glory -is exceedingly advanced : 
Severity towards the Oppoſers, that by a finful cur- 
fed Oppoſition, they may fill up the meaſure of their 
Iniquities, and receive this at the Hand of the Lord, 
that they lie down in Sorrow, wherein alſo he is Glo- 
rlous. ES b „5 
God forbid, that I ſhould ſpeak this of all, that for 
any Time, or under any Temptation, may be carried 
to an Oppoſition in any kind or degree, to the 3 
ments of God's Glory amongſt them: Many for a 
eaſon may do it, and yet belong to God, who ſhall 
be recovered in due time: It is only of Men given 
vp, forſaken, oppoſing all the Appearances of = 
a= wit 
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with his Saints and People in all his Ways, of whom 
1 ſpeak. | | 
Now, what are the Ends of this Generation of 
Fighters againſt this braſen Wall, and how diſtant from 
thoſe of the Lord's ? They conſult to caſt them down 
from bis excellency, whom God will exait, Pſal. 62. 4. 
They think not as the Lord, neither doth their heart 
mean ſo, but it is in their heart to deſtroy and to 
cut off, Ila. 10. 7. To ſatisfy their own corrupt 
Luſts, Ambition, Avarice, Revenge, Superſtition, con- 
tempt of God's People, becauſe his barred of the 
{ Yozk of the LORD, fleſhly Intereſts ; even for 
E on and ſuch-like Exds as theſe, is their Under- 
| taking. - | 


Thus, though there be a concurrence of God and 


Man in the ſame thing, yet conſidering the diſtance of 


their Principles, Rules, Atings, and Ends, it is ap- 
parent, that Man doth ſinfully, what the Lord doth 
judicially : Which being an Anſwer to the former Ob- 
jection, I return to give in ſome U/es to the Point. 

_ Uſe'1.] Let Men, conſtant, ſincere, upright in the 
Ways of God, eſpecially in difficult Iimes, know 
What they are to expect from many, yea, the moſt of 
the Generation, whole Good they intend, and among 
whom they live; Oppoſition and Fighting is like to 
be their Lot; and that not only it will be ſo becauſe 
of Men's Luſts, Corruptions, Prejudices, but alſo it 
fall be fo from God's righteous Judgments againſt 
-a ſtubborn People: They harden their Hearts, 
that it may be 05 to compaſs their Ends; and God 
hardens their Hearts, that zr hall be ſo, to bring about 
his Aims : They will do it, to execute their Revenge 
upon others: They ſhall do it, to execute God's Len- 
geance upon themſelves. This may be for Conſola- 
tion, that in their Contending, there is nothing but the 
ſprath of man againſt them whom they oppoſe 8 
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God will reſtrain, or cauſe it to turn to his Praiſe) 
but there is the Wrath of God againſt themſelves, 
which who can bear? This then let all expect, who 
engage their Hearrs to God, and follow the Lamb 
whitherſoever he goeth. | 
Men walking in the ſincerity of their Hearts, ate 
very apt to conceive, that all Sheaves ſhould bowe to 
theirs ; that all Men ſhould cry Grace, Grace. to 
their Proceedings: Why ſhould any oppoſe ? Qid 
meruere ? Alas! the more zprizhe they are, the fit- 
ter for the Lord, by them, to break a Gainſaying Peo- 
ple: Let Men keep cloſe to theſe ways of God where- 
to Protection is annexed, and let not their Hearts fail 
them becauſe of the People of the Land; the ſtorm 
of their Fury will be like the Plague of Hail in 
5 it ſmote only the Cattle that were in the 
Field; thoſe, who upon the Word of Moſes, drove 
them into the Houſes, preſerved them alive. If Men 
wander in the Field of their own Ways, of Self-ſeek- 
ing, Oppreſſion, Ambition, and the like, doubtleſs 
the Storm will carry them away; but for thoſe who 
keep Houſe, who keep cloſe to the Lord, though it 
may haye much Noiſe, Terror, and Dread with it, 
it ſhall not come nigh them: And if the Lord, for 
Cauſes beſt known, known only to his infinite Wiſ- 
dom, ſhould take off any Foſiab's in theOppoſition, 
he will certainly effect two things by it: | 
I. To groe them Reſt aud Peace. 
2. Further bis Cauſe and Truth, by drawing out 
| the Prayers and Appeals of the reſidue ; and 
= this /zving they valued above their Lives. 
All you then that are the Lord's Workmer, 
be always prepared for a Storm; wonder not 
.that Men ſee not the Ways of the Lord, nor the 
Judęments of our God, many are blinded. Admire 
not, that they will ſo endleſly engage es into 
| | ruit- 
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| fruitleſs Oppoſitions, they are hardened. Be not a- 


maz d, that evidence of Truth and Righteouſneſs will 


not affect them, they are corrupred. But this do; 
Come and enter into the chambers of GOD, and you 


ſhall be ſafe until this whole indignation be overpaſt. 

I ſpeak of A/! them, and only them who follow 
the Lord in all his Ways with upright Hearts, and 
fingle Minds, if the Lord will have you to be a 


| Reckand a braſen Wall for Men to daſh themſelves 
| againſt, and to break in pieces, though the Service 


be grievous to Fleſh and Blood, yet it is Hie, whoſe 
you are; be prepared, the Wind blows, a Storm may 
come. SES 

Je 2.1 Let Men ſet upon Oppoſition, make a dili- 


gent Enquiry, whether there be no Hand in the Buſi- 


neſs but their own? Whether their Counſels be not 
leavened with the Wrath of God, and their Thoughts 
mixed with a ſpirit of Giddineſs, and themſelves 
carried on to their own Deſtruction ? Let me ſee 
the Oppoſer of the preſent Ways of God,who upon his 
Oppoſition is made more Humble, more Self-denying, 
more empty of Self-Wiſdom, more fervent in Suppli- 
cations and waiting upon God than formerly, and 1 


will certainly blot him out of the Roll of Men judi- 


cially hardned : But if therewith Men become alſo 


Pr oud, Selfiſh, car nall) wiſe, revengeſul, ＋ urious upon 
earthly Intereſts, full, impatient, doubtleſs God is de- 


| parted, and an evil Spirit from the Lord prevaileth 


on them. O that Men would look about rhem before 
it be too late, ſee the Lord diſturbing them, before 
the Waves return upon them ; know that they may 


pull down ſome Anticſs that make a great ſhew of 


ſupporting the Church, and yet indeed are Pargerred 


Fele ſupported by it; the Foundation is on a Rock. 


that ſhall not be prevailed againſt, 
te 
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202 A Sermon preach'd to the Honourable _ 

e z.] See the infinite Wiſdom and Soverazgnry 
of Almighty God, that is able to bring Liębt our of 
Darkneſs, and to compaſs his own righteous Fudg- 
ments, by the ſinful Adviſings and Undertakings of 
Men. Indeed the Lord's Soverazgnty and Dominion 
over the Creature, doth not in any thing more exalt 
it ſelf, than in working in all the Regſonings, De- 
bates, Conſultations of Men, to bring about his 
own Counſels through their free Workings. That 


Men ſhould uſe, improve their Wiſdom, Freedom, 


Choice, yea, Luſts, nor once thinking of God; yet 
all that while do his Work more than their own : 
This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our 
eyes. ; | ny 

Of the laſt part of my Text I ſhall not ſpeak at all, 
neither indeed did I intend. | 25 
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